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AMI ATO

I NTRO DUCT I O N

AMIATO

- What does it mean?

IT IS AN AMIABLE NAME THAT MEANS FAMILY, CONNECTION & RELATIONSHIPS.

A Letter from our principal
My heart desire was always to be a mom. When I became a mom something inside of me came into existence. I
knew I was called to see children being touched by life that ﬂows through me. I have been busy with children
development for 23 years (2019). My children became Amiato. The passion and skills I invested in them taught
me how to deal with the challenges that most kids battle with. My husband, my children they made me who I
am. Each child whose lives I touched made me who I am. To work is not a work, it is a passion driving me to love
your child unconditionally. To touch their life’s, to touch your life and to see life.
I have no teaching diploma or teaching degree. I became a “teacher” when I fell pregnant. I made sure my
children were loved by me. They knew they were the most important possession I could have, and I treasured
that. I made sure they were taught to love, to have empathy, respect and work discipline. I was always involved
with my children at nursery school and Sunday classes. I became involved in formal teaching when Melandri was
in grade 4. I taught Marco how to sound and read in gr R. Melandri was 13 years old when she helped me to
facilitate and she was exposed to teaching. When Melandri was 15 or 16 she was my partner in our ﬁrst business
URIB Planner. We did event planning. We had an oﬃce at Flora Farm, and she developed a great sense of work
ethic. Melandri was not on any boxed curriculum until she had to write her matric. She is Afrikaans and she did
her Cambridge HIGSCE phase. She was 17 when she ﬁnished school. She left for Bloemfontein for a gab year at
Creare. When she came back, we got involved in teaching again when we moved to Edenglen.
My son Marco has been homeschooled by me since he was grade 3. I taught him to be an entrepreneur. When
he was 11, he had a very successful business selling Mala and chicken to the domestic workers. My son made
interesting choices in life. He quit school. Did his Computer A+ and N+ and then he enrolled with Impaq again
and had to do his FET phase gr 10, 11 and 12.
He completed it and helped out at Amiato as a facilitator. He took a gab year and he is currently second year at
the BSI Sports Institute busy with his PGA Diploma.
I would NEVER mess with their future, and that is my promise to you. They always had to stand second in the row
because I always made sure and till today make sure other parents children receive the best of me. Maybe it is
because I knew they are strong enough.
We became Amiato Learning Centre.
We are not a registered school. Neither a registered independent school. If we register as a school, we cannot be
what we are for your child. Then we will only copy the system. But we are a registered civil educational institute.
Your child is not in a home school Centre, when they are with us. Your child attends a learning Centre, Cottage
school or Tutor Centre. You have to go to work, and you outsourced our facility to facilitate the curriculum. But
your child’s education stays mainly your responsibility.

- Yolanda Venter
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AMI ATO

STRUCTURE & COMMUNICATION
HOW THE STRUCTURE WORK
Each facilitator will have their classroom to manage. Yolanda will manage facilitators and any
situation that cannot be resolved between parent and facilitators. Please note that every
facilitator’s priority is facilitating children and meetings will be scheduled as suitable for facilitator’s
or management. Thank you in advance for your co-operation in this matter to ensure that students
are not robbed of precious time.

Please note:
Yolanda has always had an open-door policy for any child to come and
discuss any matter, relating to issues with other students as well as
facilitators. Please encourage your child to make use of this opportunity.

Any situation that arises from 8h00 until 14h00, Monday to Thursday, will be
addressed and all incidents will be recorded and ﬁled. If the situation repeats
itself, you as parent will receive a formal letter informing you of the incident and will
be asked to attend a formal discussion to resolve the situation or issue.

Any issues after hours will be addressed as per the procedure
explained above.

All formal discussions will be conducted and addressed by
Marius Venter.

Yolanda will manage the day to day matters at Amiato, all
after hour issues must be done according to the procedure.

ALL MATTERS AND MEETINGS ARRANGED AS PER THE PROCEDURE WILL
BE INVESTIGATED AND HANDLED, ANY OTHER ISSUES NOT REPORTED
ACCORDING TO THE PROCEDURE WILL NOT BE ADDRESSED.

Page 2

AMI ATO

GN
STRUCTURE DESI
& COMMUNICATION
HOW TO COMMUNICATE WITH US
Please note we cannot answer any calls during class times.
You are welcome to send an email to info@amiato.co.za and make use of our communication website.
COMMUNICATION
WEBSITE
FACEBOOK PAGE
GENERAL WEBSITE

MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE & CONTACT DETAILS :
Marius Venter
Manager, Meetings with parents,
Financial communicator.
Cellphone: 081 886 1709
Email: info@amiato.co.za

Yolanda Venter
Principal of Amiato Preschool,
gr 1 – Skills Development, Facilitator & admin
(Please note Amiato Impaq Centre is another entity)
Cellphone: 079 599 6618
Email: yolanda@amiato.co.za

Melandri Pieters
Owner of Amiato Impaq Centre,
Principal of Amiato Impaq Centre
Cellphone:079 076 1746
Email: melandri@amiato.co.za

Nelis Pieters
Owner of Mediakim &
Head of the Skills Development phase
Cellphone: 072 925 2470
Email: nelis@mediakim.co.za

Please take note that there is a waiting period of 48 hours to receive a reply on your request.

APPOINTMENT PROCEDURE:

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Send an email to info@amiato.co.za OR Call the Amiato landline 011-5240335 or 072 406 3107
between 7:00 – 8:00 or 10:00 – 10:30, 12:00 -12:30 and in the afternoon between 14:00 and 17:00
Give a brief description who you would like to see and what you would like to discuss.
Please ensure that you give your name and number to contact person.
Management & Yolanda will discuss the matter/request with the relevant person.
A formal invite will be submitted via mail informing you of the date and time for the meeting
as well as the duration. Remember that time is limited, and we only have the duration as scheduled.
Please accept the meeting invite to conﬁrm the scheduled date and time. Failing to accept
the invite will be accepted as not a scheduled, thus you might drive all the way for nothing.
Note: No unscheduled appointments will be facilitated.

Go to: WWW.AMIATOSTUDENTS.CO.ZA/CONTACT for any quaries, complaints & communication.

AMI ATO

POLICIES & PHONE USE

Policy Manual
Policy for the handing in of assignments
Policy and substance abuse
Code of Conduct Policy
Centre Rules Policy
Anti Bullying Policy
Cellphone Policy

For all Amiato policies please visit
our student & parent page:

WWW.AMIATOSTUDENTS.CO.ZA
Centre rules & policies are also displayed within homework diaries.
Cellphones
Cell Phones are a vital tool in the communication chain. Y generation students are
particularly dependent on them for communication and games. They are an accessory that
most students possess.
Amiato recognizes the need for students to have a cell phone. However, Amiato is deeply
concerned at the use of cell phones to damage the self-value of learners. The easy
availability of soft and hardcore pornography for cell phones, access to the internet, use of the
camera function to take inappropriate images etc. make it a dangerous instrument in the hands of
both children and adults.
Mobile phone use in schools by students has become a controversial topic debated by parents and teachers. Parents
who support the use of cell phones believe that these phones are essential for safety by allowing children to
communicate with their parents and guardians. Opponents of students using mobile phones during school believe that
cell phones cause disruption and may be used inappropriately such as by cheating on tests, taking inappropriate
photographs, and playing games. Rather than paying attention to teachers, students are spending more time distracted
by their phones.
To prevent distractions some schools and institutes have implemented policies that restrict students from using their
phones during school hours. Software can be used to monitor and restrict phone usage to reduce distractions and
prevent unproductive use, but this can only be implemented by the parents. These days, more and more students are
bringing cell phones to class and have it either in their pockets or backpacks. This is a subject that has resulted in
ongoing debates throughout the world, whether or not students should have cellphones in school. It also brings up the
question of whether it’s possible for technology to exist in the classroom as a learning tool – rather than simply a
distraction.
Starting immediately cell phones will be banned in Amiato during instructional time. The new ban means students won’t
be able to use their cellphones in the classroom unless it is for educational purposes, conﬁrmed and approved by the
facilitator. How the ban is enforced will be up to the management and staﬀ of Amiato.
By banning cellphones, we hope to remove distractions so students can focus on acquiring foundational learning skills
they need. A lot of parents agree that phones should be allowed during classes, but some parents and facilitators are
left wondering: can cell phones ever really beneﬁt students in class or are they best left tucked away and switched oﬀ.
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Cell Phone use in the Classroom
Students check their phones in the classroom an average of more than 11 times a day. That can add up to a
lot of time spent distracted from schoolwork and when students are distracted, it’s a recipe for extra stress,
frustration and catch-up time for everyone. With students spending up to 20% of their time in-class time
texting, emailing and checking social media, it’s no wonder the debate about cell phones in the classroom is
actually alive and well.
Eﬀective use of cell phones in classrooms.
If properly managed, cell phones can be used as tools to help children learn in the classroom.

Pros of using cell phones.

Cons of allowing phones.

1. Using educational learning apps
Cell phones give students access to tools and apps that
can help them complete and stay on top of their class
work. These tools can also teach students to develop
better study habits, like time management and
organization skills.

1 Distraction and interruptions
When students use their cell phones to check media and
text their friends in class, it leads to distractions for those
students as well as for their peers. This can cause
disruptions in class, particularly if the teacher is constantly
telling students to turn their devices oﬀ.

2 Incorporating digital platforms into lessons
Using social media can keep students interested in class
and encourage them to participate in the discussions.
Some teachers create twitter hashtags or message boards
students can use during class discussions to share
thoughts and ideas. This can be especially helpful for
students who might not be comfortable speaking in class.

2 Cyberbullying
Cell phones can also lead to increased problems with
bullying on the grounds. Cyberbullying can be harder to
see than other forms of bullying, making it diﬃcult for
facilitators to identify and stop when it is happening.

3 Supplementing lessons with digital material
Facilitators can take advantage of cell phones by providing
students with resources to ﬁnd more information about a
topic. This can include videos, news stories, online
discussion groups, and more. Allowing students to access
these resources in class can help encourage participation
and discussions.
4 Providing easy access to more information
Cell phones can give students access to more information,
letting them research more about a topic while having
discussions. This is especially true for current events that
have not been covered in textbooks.

3 Cheating
Cell phones can be a helpful learning tool in class. But they
can also be used by students to access information while
taking a test, leading to cheating. Even if a student isn’t
caught, this can lead to him or her having a poor
understanding of the material in the future and is unfair to
students who studied hard to do well.
4 Disconnection from face-to-face activities
While cell phones can help encourage participation by
oﬀering diﬀerent channels, this can also lead to less
in-person discussion and fewer learning opportunities.
Learning to work together with others is an important part
of students’ education and can be lost with too much
dependence on cell phones and other digital technology.

THE BOTTOM LINE:
Should students have cell phones in school?
There is no easy answer, there are both pros and cons to students having cell phones in
school. Although they can be used as a learning tool, this only works if and when students use
them eﬀectively. This means that facilitators allowing the use of cell phones in class as part of
their lessons will set ground rules and keep a close eye on how they are being used.

Cell phones will not be allowed for any other reason
within Amiato during class and break times
without permission from class facilitator for personal use.

AMI ATO

CURRICULUMS
THE CURRICULUMS WE USE:
PRESCHOOL
GR RR-R

ECLECTIC PHASE
GR 1-3

ECLECTIC PHASE
GR 4-7

Preschool: A developed themed CAPS aligned curriculum, we focus on learn by play and concrete tools to develop.
Grade 1 to 3 Eclectic phase, we focus on Languages, math’s and life skills.
Grade 4-6 Eclectic phase, we focus on Languages, math’s and life skills the other subjects we present as
development studies.
Assessments gr 1 - 3 works on continuous assessments. Your child will receive a progress report after each term,
reports will be handed out during the next two weeks of the following term.
Gr 4~6 English, Math’s and Afrikaans will be continuous assessments.
Unit studies (combined history, geography, natural science and life skills) will be done by projects, interactive
worksheets and the child skills development will be tested.

OUR HIGHSCHOOL CONSIST OF 2 LEGS:

IMPAQ
CAPS COMPLIANT

“SOUTH AFRICA CURRICULUM ALLIGNED”

SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT

“NO CURRICULUM IN PREPARATION TO GED”

The Grade 8 -12 Impaq curriculum are Caps
compliant. Your child will receive a recognized
South Africa matric certiﬁcate. Yes, your child will
be able to go to University, all depends on your
child's subject choice and TPA score.

Or skills development group. This is done by a
company Mediakim. The focus is on introducing the
children to practical skills & knowledge such as
business & ﬁnalcial skills, website & MultiMedia
design, photography, music, English and Math’s u see
(the American Maths program) Science, nutrition.
When your child reaches the age of 17, they can enroll
for GED which is the American curriculum.

We try to keep our class size at 10 per class except the Skills Development group and
the Impaq Tutor Centre. Some classes are multi graded. We also oﬀer Physical training
and Rockstar music; this is included in the fee.
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CURRICULUMS
It is important that you as facilitator and the parents are aware of the diﬀerent curriculums and
teaching styles of education that makes provision for a diversity of educational approaches.
1. CAPS ( AMIATO uses the Impaq Curriculum as one of their legs in High School for a child to
obtain his South African Matric)
A structured curriculum with assessments that was compiled by the South African Department of Basic Education. It
prescribes what teachers must do for every subject down to the hour. This approach has all the beneﬁts and
disadvantages of a structured curriculum, plus some additional ones.
1.1. Beneﬁts
The national curriculum can be used to transfer the values (as stated in the intention of CAPS) of the current
government to the next generation, in order to ensure that the next generation will vote for the current government in
future. On 18 March 2014, Basic Education Minister Angie Motshekga, tweeted: “It is my duty to help educate the
people of South Africa on how to vote for the ANC.”
Having a single national curriculum gives the state total control over learners and teachers. The state can easily
monitor the progress of each learner (by means of the EMIS system) and prescribe to the ﬁnest detail what teachers
must do.
1.2. Disadvantages
If CAPS transfers values to learners that diﬀer from the values that parents subscribe to, it negatively aﬀects the
relationship between learners and parents and through this contributes to the breakdown of families. Parental
involvement in education is one of the most important factors determining the success of education. If CAPS negatively
aﬀects the relationship between parents and learners, it will aﬀect parental involvement and in turn aﬀect the success
of education.
All the information on the academic achievement is easily accessible to state oﬃcials (using EMIS), but not to parents.
This is an invasion of the privacy of the family, but it also gives the state power over parents. This information can be
used to take custody away from parents, and since parents do not have access to EMIS they have very little information
to defend themselves against the state. CAPS requires reports and a portfolio of evidence that can only be provided by
curriculum suppliers. Since compiling reports and a portfolio of evidence are very time consuming in a home
environment, it makes home education based on CAPS expensive. In the introduction of CAPS it states that it is based
on static body of “knowledge, skills and values worth learning” that is transmitted to learners. In the 21st century
where information is readily available, it is not relevant anymore to master a static body of knowledge, but to be know
how to continuously learn new knowledge. This makes CAPS ill-suited for the 21st century.
The analysis of a remedial phycologist has shown that CAPS is actually harmful to children. Click here to read the
article. Although CAPS was designed for schools, it is not even suitable for schools, because it places such an enormous
burden on teachers that they lose the passion for teaching. Click here for a radio program on this.

2. Unit Studies (Amiato uses this in grade 4 – 6, in the place of CAPS History, Geography and
Natural Science)
This is a fun, cheap and versatile approach where the whole family can partake. A topic in which the child is interested
is used and studies from diﬀerent angles, thus incorporation all the subjects like Language Arts, History, Science, Music,
Art, etc. For example, when they study the ear they build the parts of the ear (science) read the story of Bell (history
and literature), look where Bell comes from on the map (geography) and study and listen to gramophone (technology
and music) etc. Children keep notebooks and portfolios of their studies. Examples of this approach is Konos and
Weaver.
It is also interesting to note that the Finnish education system which is regarded as one of the best in the word is
moving away from subjects and moving towards something similar called Phenomenon Based Learning (PhenoBL).
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2.1. Beneﬁts
Unit studies encourage students to see a topic as a whole; they see the big picture, not just bits and pieces of it. This
solves the problem of the lack of logical integration between subjects and makes the material easier to remember. This
is beneﬁcial to retention of learned material.
This is a lot more like learning from real-life experience. In fact, good unit studies will incorporate as many real-life
experiences, such as ﬁeld trips and science experiments, as possible. This makes learners more prepared for the real
world and learning enjoyable.
When learning from unit studies, students develop the ability to study various facets of a topic which contribute to the
development of their critical-thinking and problem-solving skills. It also develops their research skills.
Topics can be chosen according to the interests of learners and with the purpose to build the character of the learner.
It is very suitable for mixed age groups, can be a cheap option and is an enjoyable way of learning for creative learners.
2.2. Disadvantages
It can sometimes be very time-consuming to prepare for a speciﬁc topic.
If certain subjects are over-emphasised, it has the same disadvantages as a structured curriculum.
It may be a challenge to cover all the academic subjects and parent then buy additional curriculum material for subjects
like maths and languages.

3. Charlotte Mason (This is where the heart of Amiato is born, we believe this and I did this with
my own two children)
A method that is based on Charlotte Mason’s ﬁrm belief that the child is a person and we must educate that whole
person, not just his mind. A Charlotte Mason education is three-pronged: in her words, “Education is an Atmosphere, a
Discipline, a Life.” By “Atmosphere,” Charlotte meant the surroundings in which the child grows up. A child absorbs a lot
from his home environment. Charlotte believed that the ideas that rule your life as a parent make up one-third of your
child’s education. By “Discipline” Charlotte meant the discipline of good habits—and speciﬁcally habits of character.
Cultivating good habits in your child’s life make up another third of his education. The other third of education, “Life,”
applies to academics. Charlotte believed that we should give children living thoughts and ideas, not just dry facts. So all
of her methods for teaching the various school subjects are built around that concept. For example, Charlotte’s
students used living books rather than dry textbooks. Living books are usually written in a narrative or story form by one
author who has a passion for his topic. A living book makes the subject “come alive.” And the students were required to
tell back, or narrate, in their own words what was read in the living book, in order to secure it in their minds.
3.1. Beneﬁts
It fosters creativity, gentleness of spirit, and a true love of learning. This method is less structured than some
curriculums and oﬀers families a relaxed, ﬂexible approach to education.
Living books are never boring.
Parents and children are more happy with these short and interesting lessons.
3.2. Disadvantages
Because the method doesn’t rely on tests or drills, parents must learn to observe progress and document it through
written notes. Children also keep a notebook, which serves as evidence of learning.
Classical books can sometimes be expensive.
Parents may feel uncertain if they choose the right books.

4. Eclectic approach (Amiato uses this curriculum for the 4 year olds to grade 7 for subjects like
Afrikaans, English and Maths)
Using a mixture of structured curriculums and . e.g. using one curriculum for one subject/grade and another
curriculum/grade for another subject. One can even mix a number of educational approaches. An eclectic approach
includes elements and characteristics of diﬀerent curriculums and methods. It is a ﬂexible approach. As one curriculum
cannot fulﬁl all their child’s educational needs the family chooses the best of a variety of curriculums and create their
own unique curriculum. For instance, a family will use hands-on unit studies together with a textbook for maths, while
keeping the stages of the Trivium in mind.
4.1. Beneﬁts
The parents can tailor the educational program to each child’s individual needs.
It is a the most ﬂexible approach and it can be done at low cost.
4.2. Disadvantages
It can be a very overwhelming approach for inexperienced homeschoolers.
Tailoring an individual educational program can be time consuming.
Some parents can be anxious that their children do not learn enough.
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4. Skills Development:
The main focus of what we do in the Skills Development phase is not to make sure
that every student has the knowledge to write tests and to make sure they measure
up to other students their age. We focus on the individual person as a whole with
attention to emotional, physical and mental health. We make sure that students are
healthy in these areas before we put our focus on intellectual health. The Reason for
this is that a student will not, or is going to take much longer to function or perform in
their work without emotional and physical health.
The system that we use for work on the other hand consist more of the understanding of concepts and subject
understanding than the work itself. The reason for this is that if a student understand a speciﬁc concept and are
interested in further learning, they will outperform any student that was taught the exact same thing through pressure
and untimely teaching. Finally, this does not mean that we do not teach work, since I (Nelis Pieters) am studying to
become a qualiﬁed teacher within the teaching practice, the importance of education and learning is of great
importance.
Our main focus in this phase is to ensure that students leave this facility, equipped with necessary skills to perform in
real world situations. Since we live in a world where there is an App for almost everything and technology is taking over
professions, it is of most importance that students have a high EQ (Emotional quotient) or EI (Emotional Intelligence)
with combined knowledge, our practical teaching methods will help build on this.
The subjects that we teach is as follow:
Music – Guitar, piano, violin,
music theory and song writing
Photography
Design, art, drawing and painting
Videography
Web-design
Mechanics
Coding
Woodwork
Steelwork
Entrepreneurship
Business & accounting
Drama, acting and ﬁlm making
Animal training & security
Overall learning (online or from books)

Mathematics
Science
Language (English)
WORLD – History & Geography
SS – Social Skills
FL – Financial Literacy
SSR – Sustained Silent Reading
Practical
We provide students with “practical time” so they
can work on skills that they will use in the near
future within jobs and personal life, this “free
time” described as practical time is supervised
and supported by a facilitator. These skills can
diﬀer and is not limited to a student’s passion in
the following areas:

As you can see from above subjects, we do not follow a public or private school curriculum or program
for example CAPS. Most of these subjects are taught in a practical manner with diﬀerent teaching means (such as
videos, presentations, lectures, papers, practical doings and teamwork) since we work with learners with diﬀerent
learning requirements. Please note that practical assessments will be done to ensure student growth, it is of great
importance that students complete these tasks since we can monitor real growth in this manner without the external
factors that tests have on students. Students will have to write pop quizzes or tests throughout this term, it is also of
great importance that students study hard for these tests since they still need to be exposed to this kind of pressure or
so called “good stress”.

Summary

Parents know best how their children learns. Every family is unique, so they need to ﬁnd the home
education method that works best for them and their children. There is also no right or wrong way to
home educate. With the freedom that home education provides, there is a renewed interest in these
approaches. It is also important that policy makers are aware of these to ensure that policy on
education makes provision for a diversity of educational approaches.

AMI ATO

GENERAL INFORMATION
Discipline
We will handle day to day small issues, when your child shows no respect or
place someone in danger or keeps on with matters we resolved, we will place
it on record, and you will be asked to fetch your child. Please see the
Discipline policy on the Amiato student & parent page. Fighting, swearing and
bullying will not be tolerated. This will be treated as serious and it will be
dealt with according to the student code of conduct and Anti bullying policy.

Amiato Aftercare
Cellphone: 0724063107
Mondays to Thursdays 14h00 – 17h30 and Fridays 14h00 – 17h00
Holiday care is included if your child is at aftercare.
If your child is not at Aftercare there will be an additional cost, please
enquire

Stationary & Homework/Communication Diary
The Stationary list is on the website, you can choose to buy self or order
from Dean’s Stationary. Amiato has a personal A5 Diary available from
2020. This is Compulsory and will be added on your invoice. Costs are on
the website www.amiatostudents.co.za

Medical Conditions - need to keep your child at home:
Health & risks:
If your child has the following, please keep your child at home and take
him/her to doctor:
High fever, Diarrhea & Vomit
The following need to be cleared by doctor/clinic:
Lice, Measles, German measles & other childhood diseases

Page 10

AMI ATO

PESTALOZZI TRUST
About Us

What is the Pestalozzi Trust?
In the Pestalozzi Trust, a large number of South African homeschoolers and cottage schools work together to
protect one another’s freedom to provide home and private education. This means that they can educate their
children lawfully and without unjustiﬁed interference.
At the same time they ensure this freedom also for their grandchildren.

Our Goal

In 1998 the Trust was established by a group of Christians to protect the rights and freedoms of all families to
educate their children at home according to their own religious and/or philosophical persuasions, pedagogical
convictions and cultural traditions.
Ten years later, it became apparent that the need for the protection of the right to education is just as great
among the learners, parents and teachers in schools, and especially cottage schools. Accordingly, the Trust decided
to also accept private schools as members, whether they are registered with education departments or not.

Our task

Prevention of conﬂict
We prevent conﬂict between the authorities and all homeschoolers and cottage schools by promoting knowledge
of the rights related to education and by negotiating better policy on home and private education.
Conﬂict resolution
We keep our members out of court by assisting member families and member institutions who do get into conﬂict
with the authorities. We strive to resolve conﬂict before a court case becomes necessary.
Defence
Should our members nevertheless have to appear in court, we carry the cost of a competent legal team and the
necessary expert witnesses.
Who owns the Pestalozzi Trust?
The Pestalozzi Trust is a non-proﬁt Trust governed by a Board of Trustees. It is funded from the fee that members
pay and a small number of unsolicited donations.
Funds may only be used to protect the freedom of education.
The ﬁnancial statements of the Trust are audited annually by an independent auditing ﬁrm.
PLEASE NOTE: The Trust represents its members ONLY in conﬂicts with organs of the state. This means that it
CANNOT represent its members in conﬂicts
1.between parents about custody of the children and their home education;
2.between parents or learners and the cottage schools that they use;
3.with curriculum suppliers; and/or
4.that have their origin in events that precede the commencement of membership.

How does the Trust work?
Research
Reliable, research based information on home and small scale education is essential to defend the freedom of
education in the community and in the courts.
There are, already, many research results from other countries, but it must be supported by local research to
conﬁrm that the foreign results can be applied in South Africa.
For this reason, the Trust supports and promotes academic and other research according to its capacity. Since the
Trust was established, several researchers who were supported by the Trust have completed theses at Masters’
and Doctoral level.
Conﬂict management
The Trust’s emergency number is available 24 hours per day, 7 days per week, for members with urgent problems.
The oﬃce number is available for general enquiries from members and from the public.
Members make use of this service when the police, social workers or education oﬃcials arrive unannounced and
demand entry to the family home or the school premises.
In all cases the Trust has been able to assist the family in defusing the conﬂict without the matter escalating to
court cases.
It is essential that members contact the Trust immediately when conﬂict arises
Resource available on www.amiatostudents.co.za
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Expanding inﬂuence
Ignorance of home and small scale education is its greatest enemy. For that reason it is a priority of the Trust to
distribute reliable information about education.
To Government. The Trust submits written and oral presentations, aﬃdavits, and testimony to Parliament,
government commissions, courts and oﬃcials.
To the Media. By means of media statements and interviews the Trust contributes to newspaper reports, magazine
articles, and radio and TV programmes on home and small scale education.
To the Public. By means of email the Trust distributes authoritative information in response to public enquiries.
Workshops. The Trust oﬀers workshops on home and small scale education and the relevant legal aspects
countrywide, and provides speakers for conferences and expos.
Internet.
The Trust’s web page www.pestalozzi.org and the Facebook page of the Trust cast light on various aspects of home
and small scale education in South Africa. The [tuisonderwys] discussion forum on the internet is accessible to
anyone and provides a forum for fresh information, discussion and support for new homeschoolers and
experienced ones alike.
Telephonic.
The Trust also handles many telephonic enquiries from members and from the public.
Empowering members
The SA Constitution and common law places on parents the duty to protect the best interests of their children
against unlawful interference, also by organs and oﬃcials of the state.
Experience shows, though, that parents can only protect the rights and freedoms of their children if they know
what those rights and freedoms are, and when they are being threatened.
For this reason the Trust provides its members with information relating to home and small school education, the
legal relevant legal aspects, and the parents’ duties, rights and freedoms.
The Trust also advises members on appropriate responses when the education is threatened by state actions.

Our Trustees

Mr Bouwe van der Eems (Chairman and Treasurer), has an M.SC (Engineering) and runs
www.sahomeschoolers.org. He home schooled all his children, and has been involved in the Trust for the past 15
years.
Mrs Karin van Oostrum (Manager) has been home schooling her own children for more than 25 years and has
been managing the Pestalozzi Trust since its inception together with her late husband, Leendert van Oostrum. She
advises many homeschoolers.
Mr Henri Slabbert is a retired school teacher with specialist qualiﬁcations in education management, and an
experienced home schooler and home schooling leader.
Mr. Shaun Green is active in architecture and in the Association for Home Schooling, and his own children have
received home education since birth.
Adv Andre Williams home schooled his own children, and has taken part in discussions with the authorities on
home education policy.

Who is Pestalozzi?

Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi (January 12, 1746 – February 17, 1827) was a Swiss pedagogue and educational
reformer. He emphasized that every aspect of the child’s life contributed to the formation of personality.
Pestalozzi’s educational methods were child-centered and based on individual diﬀerences, sense perception, and
the student’s self-activity. His motto was: “Learning by head, hand and heart.”
Legal (Cottage Schools)
We use the term “cottage school” here to indicate any smaller private institution that functions as a school,
whatever it calls itself. It includes “learning centres”, “micro schools” and every other institution where children
receive their education.
Abstract:
Everyone has the constitutional right to establish private schools to educate children in a manner that is in the
best interests of the children. However, this right is restricted to a very large extent in the law. To protect their
rights and those of the children, many cottage schools have joined the Pestalozzi Trust. The Trust supports them in
enforcing the rights of children and their schools.
•Cottage schools are not “home schools”. The SA Schools Act speciﬁes that home education only applies where
each child is educated in his or her own home.
•Cottage schools are schools. Children who are educated at any place other than in their own homes are attending
schools – whatever name those institutions choose to use. Note: A school who uses a home schooling curriculum
is not a “home school”; it remains a school.
•Diﬀerent laws apply. The laws that apply to schools are diﬀerent from the laws that apply to home education. For
Resource available on www.amiatostudents.co.za

Page 12

that reason, it is dangerous to confuse the terms.
•The only legal cottage school is a cottage school that is a registered private school. Every institution where
children receive their education must be either a state school or a registered private school. A cottage school that
is not registered as a private school with the relevant provincial education department is an illegal private school.
•Unregistered cottage schools are at risk. The owners and operators of an unregistered cottage school can be
prosecuted and upon conviction may be sentenced to a maximum of three months in prison or a ﬁne. Parents who
send school-age children to an unregistered cottage school can be prosecuted and upon conviction may be
sentenced to a maximum of six months in prison or a ﬁne.
Why, then, are there thousands of unregistered schools in the country?
Because:
•There are millions of desperate learners and parents who will do almost anything to ﬁnd good education for the
children.
•Education departments make it impossible for many schools to get registered. In the meantime, the children
must get the education that meets their needs, and they must get it at the correct stages of their development.
Parents who fail to provide their children with the education that they need (within their means) can be jailed for
ten years.

What are the problems with registration?

These include:
•Long delays in processing applications by education departments. Some schools (with hundreds of disadvantaged
learners) have been waiting for registration for six years or longer.
•Unreasonable (and therefore illegal) restrictions, such as a requirements for minimum numbers of learners. In
most provinces, this minimum is 20 learners. In others, oﬃcials decide in an arbitrary and unpredictable manner
how many they will require.
•Extremely burdensome administrative requirements that consume resources that are needed to educate
children. This applies in the registration process itself as well as in the day-to-day administration of the education.
•Expensive and burdensome “quality control” measures. Registered private schools (including cottage schools)
must obtain accreditation from Umalusi. This is very expensive, and in addition the process itself is very
administration intensive, and results in much control and little if any quality. The requirement for Umalusi
accreditation does not apply to state schools, and therefore discriminates heavily against private institutions.
•Discrimination against private schools. Much higher standards of facilities, management and learner performance
than is required of state schools, are demanded of private schools. Sec 29 of the Constitution, however, prevents
the state from requiring higher standards of private schools than the lowest standard provided in state schools.
This phenomenon is, therefore, an infringement of the constitutional rights of private schools.
•Unconstitutional imposition of the CAPS system. Umalusi can only exercise “quality control” in accordance with
the CAPS system. Therefore, private schools accredited by Umalusi (a requirement for registered schools) must
comply with CAPS. Contrary to what many think, CAPS is not only a curriculum. The acronym stands for
“Curriculum and Assessment Procedure and System”. As indicated, CAPS is a comprehensive education system
which allows little if any deviation by registered schools, and severely restricts their ability to accommodate
individual learner diﬀerences. This requirement also far exceeds the demands that the constitution allows the
state may make on private schools.

What are the duties of parents?

The Constitution and the Children’s Act require parents to “guide, direct and secure” the education of each child in
a manner that is in the child’s best interests. Parents who fail to do this can be prosecuted and, upon conviction,
be sentenced to ten years in jail and a ﬁne. For this reason, tens of thousands of parents take the risk to send their
children to unregistered cottage schools that are not subjected to the onerous and mostly illegal demands made
by the state, as described in the previous paragraph.
What can happen to owners and parents of illegal cottage schools?
They can be prosecuted. If cottage schools that are members of the Pestalozzi Trust are challenged by government
oﬃcials, the Trust will work together with the school and assist them in solving the issues. Experience shows that
this is almost always successful. Member schools receive an emergency number which is available 2/7, which they
use to contact the Trust immediately when they come into conﬂict with the DBE, Welfare or Police. In that event, if
appropriate, and the cottage school agrees, the following can be expected:
•Massive media coverage, not only locally but also internationally. If South Africa (which operates one of the worst
public school systems in the world as acknowledged by education oﬃcials themselves) prosecutes people for
providing good education, many media outlets will ﬁnd that very newsworthy.
•Constitutional challenges. The Trust will challenge the attack on good education on the basis that the restrictions
imposed by the state, some of which were described above, constitute unreasonable and unjustiﬁable
infringements of the constitutional rights of the school and of the children who attend the school.

Resource available on www.amiatostudents.co.za

In short:

Private schools, including cottage schools, have according to the Constitution the right to exist. This right is very
strictly limited in the law. The Pestalozzi Trust supports registered and unregistered member schools to protect
their learners’ right to education and to resist intrusions by the state.

Should I Register?

What does the law say about Registration? According to the SA Schools Act 84 of 1996, Sec 51, a parent must
apply for registration for his child as a learner at home with the provincial education department, except if the
parent has good reason not to. Non-registration exposes parents to prosecution, and upon conviction parents can
be ﬁned or imprisoned for 6 months. In spite of this threat of prosecution the vast majority of home educators in
South Africa (98%) prefer not to register.
Exception: Western Cape. The legal situation in the Western Cape diﬀers from that in the other provinces. Art. 36
of the Western Cape Provincial School Education Act (WCSEA) states the following : “The requirements and
conditions for the registration of a learner for education at home shall be as prescribed.” In order to deﬁne the
requirements and conditions for registration, the Western Cape government must promulgate regulations that
deﬁne these requirements and conditions. The Western Cape government has not yet promulgated such
regulations. In the absence of such regulations it is impossible to determine whether somebody who has
registered with the WCED for education at home actually meets the requirements of the law. Given that there is
no legal mechanism for registration with the WCED, any registrations done by the WCED oﬃcials do not have any
legal status, and can be regarded as illegal.
Why do home educators prefer not to register? A few reasons may be mentioned to illustrate why 98% of home
educating parents in South Africa prefer NOT to register. (The registration process diﬀers from province to
province, and some provinces require for example also that parents should have an education qualiﬁcation – a
requirement which thorough research has shown to be unfounded.)
1.One of the requirements in the registration process is that the home learner registered with the government
should comply with minimum requirements of CAPS, “Curriculum and Assessment Procedure and System”. Note
that it is NOT merely a curriculum – it is an entire education system. The CAPS curriculum is heavily loaded
ideologically, with speciﬁc political aims. Most parents who choose home education prefer not to comply with
CAPS, since it is not necessarily in their children’s best interests.
2.Home Visits. Before a learner can be approved by the education department, home visits are done. The purpose
of home visits is not always clear, but the parents and the house apparently are screened to ascertain whether
they meet certain unnamed standards. It entails an intrusion into the privacy of the family and the children. Most
parents regard it (rightly so) as a violation their children’s and their own right to privacy, and ﬁnd that the
information that the education oﬃcials require, probably could have been obtained in less intrusive ways.
3.Other legislation. Apart from the SA Schools Act there is also other legislation applicable to parents of home
learners, for example the UNCRC (the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Children) and the African
Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, both of which have been signed and ratiﬁed by South Africa. This
means that the contents of the documents are applicable to the law in South Africa. According to these
documents parents have to ensure that their children’s personalities are fully developed. According to the
Children’s Act parents have to act in their children’s best interests, and parents who fail to do so, can be
prosecuted and upon conviction sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment and a ﬁne. It is therefore very important to
teach your child in such a manner that it is in his best interest and so that his personality is fully developed. It is
impossible to do so if the requirements of the education department have to be met.
It therefore appears that parents can better act in their children’s best interests if they do NOT register their home
learners with the education department.
Legal Aid. We suggest that home educators join the Pestalozzi Trust, or make us of the services of lawyers of their
choice, whether they register with the education department or not. Why is it necessary to have legal aid
prepared?
•If a home learner is NOT registered with the education department, his/her parents can be prosecuted and upon
conviction be sentenced to 6 months in jail or a ﬁne.
•If a home learner IS registered with the education department, his/her parents may ﬁnd that the requirements of
the education department which have to be met make it impossible for them to act in their child’s best interests.
Membership of the Pestalozzi Trust. The Pestalozzi Trust is prepared to support its members in any conﬂict with
the authorities–with oﬃcials of the education department, the welfare and the police. The main task of the Trust
is to keep its members out of court, and the Trust succeeds admirably in this task. If home educators do not join
the Trust, they should take trouble to ﬁnd lawyers who are knowledgeable about home education and the related
legislation before they start their home education journey, and who will be willing to defend their home education
in court, should the family come into conﬂict with the authorities. Members of the Trust receive an emergency
number which is available 24/7, and are kept informed of all developments pertaining to their home education.
Resource available on www.amiatostudents.co.za
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IN TEREST I NG RE ADI NG
EDUCATION IS A POLITICAL GAME
Bouwe van der Eems posted on Tuesday, 15 January 2019
On 20 May 2004 Ms. Mmule Madonsela, a senior education oﬃcial in Gauteng, informed
homeschooling parents that : “Education is a political game”. Every year, with the announcement of
the matric results, this statement is conﬁrmed again and again.
Since 2008, the national matric pass rate has increased from 62.5% to 78.2%. If the matric pass rate
is an indicator of the performance of the education system, it means that the education system has
improved more than 15% over the last decade. However, the exponential growth of private schools
and alternative education does not seem to conﬁrm that the education system is improving. A more
likely explanation of the 15% improvement is the manipulation of marks.
Matric marks are adjusted with the stated intention to compensate for the diﬀerences between the
exams of the diﬀerent examination boards, to improve the conﬁdence in the qualiﬁcation. Whether
the adjustments actually achieve the stated intention is diﬃcult to objectively verify. According to
the DA Shadow Minister of Basic Education, Nomsa Marchesi, serious questions must be raised
about the management of the National Senior Certiﬁcate (NSC) exams. “Unfortunately, we have no
idea how large these adjustments are,” said Marchesi in a press release. “Umalusi hides this
information from the public, and refuses to allow elected Members of Parliament to attend the
standardisation meeting.” She added that anyone who questions the nature of Umalusi’s
adjustments is accused of trying to disrupt and attack the school system. It therefore seems that the
matric pass rate is a number manipulated to achieve political goals.
It does not take long for the political goal to become visible. Gauteng will probably be the most hotly
contested province in the 2019 elections. Gauteng suddenly achieves the highest matric pass rate in
2018. The Times Live headlines already hinted at the next Minister of Basic Education when they
state “'Panyaza Lesuﬁ needed at national level after impressive matric results in Gauteng.” South
Africa does not need conspiracy theorists to see that assessment results in education are merely
instruments to achieve political goals.
One of the most signiﬁcant changes envisaged in the new Policy on Home Education and the BELA
Bill, is the introduction of the requirement that home learners must be monitored by means of
regular assessments. The stated intention of this monitoring is to avoid home learners falling through
the cracks. Although the stated intention seems noble, closer examination reveals that there are no
grounds to believe that the proposed monitoring will achieve the stated intention. The only thing
that can be said with certainty is that monitoring will have a negative ﬁnancial impact on parents and
taxpayers.
However, if the assessment results of home learners are manipulated in a similar non-transparent
way as the matric marks, then these assessment results can be used for political goals. If the
assessment results of home learners are manipulated to be signiﬁcantly lower than those of school
learners, this could provide government with reasons to make it more diﬃcult to allow home
education.
Resource available on www.amiatostudents.co.za
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IN TEREST I NG RE ADI NG
EDUCATION VERSUS SCHOOLING
Sagan Academy - 14 May 2016
When you want to choose the right school for your child, try to identify YOUR educational philosophy.
What do you feel is the value and purpose of education?
What do you expect your child to achieve?
Schooling is essential in developing a child’s character as well as his or her mind, so think about your child’s
unique needs and goals. If you’re considering distance learning, remember that online learning is
individualised; if, however, you’re considering an institution remember that educations is general, but can be
personalised. Education is often being confused with schooling, relying on the premise that time spent in
school is directly related to education. Somehow, by osmosis or some other magic force, spending time in
school will lead to an educated person.
This is one of the biggest lies and misnomers that is pervasive throughout our society. Certainly, there are many
wonderful authentic, relevant learning experiences that take place in school at all levels. As I continue my work
as an educator and continue to learn outside of these realms, I am often amazed at the learning opportunities
that surface in school, but are not taken advantage of for a variety of reasons. Too many times we are focused
on placing blame or ﬁnding some quick ﬁx program to help our students "achieve", but human beings are
naturally innate and intuitive learners - and curiosity is a precursor to education!
Education, hence, does not necessarily mean schooling.The unfortunate part is that many, if not all of us can
recall being in school and not learning much or only learning what was already predetermined. By the same
notion all of us have learned many things without being in school, when the learning was free and easy, the
hours, days, weeks and perhaps even years seemed to pass by without notice. Most likely, you came away with
a deep knowledge that was personally relevant and easily transferrable to new situations. What was happening
in these situations? How is this diﬀerent than the experiences that many have during their years of schooling?
How do we bring these two seemingly divergent experiences closer together?
We must push for more venues where this process is encouraged and facilitated.
No matter what type of education your child needs, make sure you choose wisely to support your child grow as
an individual. Oﬀering encouragement within a structured routine can help students maintain a positive
attitude. By recognising daily 'curious moments', establishing and following goals, and avoiding “don’ts” and
complaints, you can create a positive learning environment for a student,- anywhere - be it at school, in the
garden, at home, in nature...even at a shopping mall!
Remember to keep your own attitude positive. Our actions and emotions have a huge impact on students', and
when philosophy, psychology and motivation line up it allows situations to be curios and then - to mirror it. As
a positive adult role model, just remember that you can be a good inﬂuence every day.

“Don’t let schooling interfere with your education.“
-Mark Twain-

Resource available on www.amiatostudents.co.za
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IN TEREST I NG RE ADI NG
COTTAGE SCHOOLS & LEARNING CENTRES
Many parents who for various reasons can’t homeschool their children themselves, are looking
for home-based learning centres, which their children can attend and as a result, cottage schools
or private learning centres are mushrooming all over the country. By deﬁnition, home education
refers to education that a child receives in his or her own home. It may be supervised by a
parent, tutor or other suitable person, as long as it is mainly in the child’s own home.
If the child mostly attends ‘school’ at another venue, then it does not fall under Home Education.
Currently (2015) there is no provision in the law for cottage schools and learning centres.
According to the Pestalozzi Trust, the homeschool legal defence association:
“The law in SA provides for home education and institutional education. Home education is
deﬁned in the law as education at the child’s own home. A learner who is schooled at a place
other than his own home can therefore not be lawfully registered as a home learner. (We have
been contacted by centres in trouble, who were instructed by their curriculum supplier to
register their learners as home learners. Upon inspection by the education department these
learners were not found at home, but at school – in the centre.)
There is no separate provision in the law for a small school with fewer than 20 learners;
small schools are seen by the law as schools. To be legal a small school therefore has to register
as an independent school.
Most provincial regulations for the registration of independent schools require at least 20
learners, which leaves a cottage school with fewer learners in a diﬃcult situation. However, such
a school can join the Pestalozzi Trust. Contact the Trust at www.pestalozzi.org to request
application forms. Education in a small school set-up usually constitutes quality education, which
the Trust should be able to defend in a member school. Member schools receive an emergency
number to call, should the institution, its staﬀ, learners or parents be contacted by government
oﬃcials in relation to the education provided by the institution.
Home schooling families, who take in learners from other families, are NOT home schooling
those other learners. They are operating a school. This also applies to member families of the
Pestalozzi Trust. Such member families who take in other learners must contact the Trust
without delay to ensure the continuation of their membership. If a family is a member of the
Trust and takes in other learners, the family’s membership of the Trust lapses automatically, and
the other learners and their parents won’t be covered by the host family’s Trust membership.
The family is now operating a school, and should apply for school membership to continue to
enjoy the support of the Trust. “

Resource available on www.amiatostudents.co.za
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“There are an encouraging, but also an alarming, amount of Cottage Schools springing up all
over the country. Folk with absolutely no homeschooling experience or knowledge are jumping
on board, because yes, it is true, our education system is in trouble. Parents are being seduced
with impressive qualiﬁcations and fancy-looking pre-packaged curricula. But note that
institutionalised schooling (public or private) is not homeschooling. Replicating the broken
system, albeit with less children, does not ﬁx it. There is a vast diﬀerence in approach and
curricula. Homeschooling, even when it takes place in a small Cottage School, needs to be
personalised, not prescriptive, to be successful. Subjects, and material for those subjects, need
to be chosen for (or by) each individual child (it’s not a matter of one size ﬁts all) and the volume
and pace also need to be adjusted according to the child’s strengths and challenges. The
curriculum should be a tool and not a
slave driver.
The facilitator thus needs to have a good working knowledge of learning styles, of what’s
available on the homeschooling market (and elsewhere) and what suits who. The focus should
be on mastery, not the completion of a syllabus. Tests and exams should not take pre-eminence,
in fact they should only be 1/1/2019 Cottage
introduced in high school and taught as any other skill. Furthermore, to be eﬀective it needs to
be relational. Facilitators need to be caring individuals that want to see the child succeed. They
need to partner with the child (and his parents) for the long haul. They must be willing to guide,
mentor, support and encourage and have the know-how and experience to get the child to his
destination (and that does not necessarily mean a matric certiﬁcate for all).

“You can teach a student a lesson for a day;
but if you can teach him to learn by creating curiosity,
he will continue the learning process as long as he lives.“
- Clay P. Bedford -

Resource available on www.amiatostudents.co.za
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TESTIMONIALS
I met Yolanda Venter in 2005 at Nesher Private School situated in Delmas.
She gave class to my eldest daughter, Chante from Gr4 to Gr7 and I had so much trust and conﬁdence in her as a teacher
that we decided to put my other daughter, Bianca in her home school centre from 2008-2009 where she completed her
Grade 5 and 6 with success.
We have experienced Yolanda Venter as a dedicated teacher that will go out of her way to help a child to succeed in his
schoolwork. I have not found a more passionate teacher anywhere else.
Yolanda puts her heart and soul in her school. She has always exceeded our expectations as parents.
Both my daughters are successful students. My eldest daughter is a second year Chartered Accountant Clerk with BOO and
her sister is a third year B-ED student at North West University. Istrongly believe that Yolanda Venter has had a strong
inﬂuence on my daughter’s positive attitude towards learning and making a success in life.

Helma Steyn
Taylor did her matric year through Impaq at Amiato Centre.
It was the best decision I made, I wish I had known sooner about Impaq and Amiato, as she had the desire to do well and
pass. The support and assistance she received was outstanding!! The subjects that she struggled in were a breeze for her
in matric this time, with one on one tutors for those diﬃcult subjects.
The staﬀ at Amiato and the principal Yolande Venter were marvellous! She had hands on assistance and was like a diﬀerent
child. Taylor had issues at school, but Amiato was a safe platform with constant assistance and encouragement.
I constantly refer parents to Amiato who ask about Homeschooling, you will be making the best decision in your child’s life!!

Corleen Roberts

Share your story with us!

Visit amiatostudents.co.za/testimonials
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IMPAQ PROSPECTUS
Impaq Prospectus

General Information regarding all grades



















First and most important is the following – Amiato and Impaq are two separate entities. Therefore, Amiato is not
responsible for your Impaq account and Impaq is not responsible for your Amiato account. Any issues that arises
from Impaq’s side must be sorted out with Impaq and not Amiato and vice versa.
When your child receives their books from Impaq we will be taking them in and setting up an assessment due
date timetable and planners. All facilitator guides will stay in Amiato’s possession until the end of the year.
Assessment due date timetable is a checklist with all the tasks for the year and when they are due. There are
columns where the facilitator and student signs as soon as the task is received. Please note that we set this
timetable with adequate time to finish each task. Stick this timetable against your fridge, your child’s bedroom
door and anywhere where necessary to make sure these get done. All the tasks will be emailed to you as parents
to ensure that your child does not lose them.
Any late tasks will be marked by you as parent or must be taken to Impaq for marking.
Planners for each subject will be emailed to you as parents/guardians and also given to your child. Please keep
them accountable when they are absent and make sure the work missed gets caught up.
Grade 10-12 will get a planner for their readers with the pages that needs to be read each week. There is a
column for you as a parent/guardian to sign and make sure they read. You can even make it a family time activity
and read those pages with your child.
Books will be marked as often as possible. Please ensure that your child hands in their books for marking. This
way we can observe and make sure your child is grasping the concept he/she is working on.
Please make sure your child arrives before we start lessons otherwise, they will be missing out on concepts being
taught.
We only teach Afrikaans, Afrikaans and Maths. The other subjects we facilitate. This means that unlike the above
3 subjects we don’t give classes in each subject individually but rather in a group. So, the kids sit in groups and
do their separate subjects and we assist when needed. Please encourage your child to ask for help. I know this is
a scary concept but Impaq’s curriculum is a self-study curriculum therefore this concept of studying is possible.
Please note we will not throw your child in the deep end, there will always be someone that helps and facilitates
what needs to be facilitated.
We don’t normally send work home but on the rare occasions that we do please make sure that it is done. An
example of this kind of homework would be incomplete work or extra work. This will be written in the homework
diary.
Fridays off is a privilege and not a right. If we see your child is falling behind, we will ask them to come in on a
Friday to catch up. However please note 2 Fridays a month are compulsory for Grade 12s.
You as parents have access to a website called my.impaq. On this website you also have access to the memos
of tasks and tests. Please do not give your child access to this especially not the memos. You are only setting
them up for failure if you let them cheat.
Plagiarism in tasks and cheating in tests are serious offences and will not be taken lightly.
An extra fee for printing will be charged for tests and exams and any further prints that your child requires
Please respond when we send out communication, so we know that you did indeed receive our correspondence
All our planners are set up for 3 terms. The fourth term we use for exam prep. This means there is ample
opportunity for them to prepare for the exams.
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IMPAQ
Information for Grade 10 – 11








June and November Exams are marked by Impaq and not Amiato. Please ensure that they study and give their
best. The people that mark the exams at Impaq are extremely strict.
One Friday a month your child needs to attend Amiato for Consumers and Hospitality cooking. In the past we have
allowed them to cook at home, but this jeopardizes our credibility as a centre. When they come in and cook it
creates a stressful environment which is good for them in Grade 12 when they have to cook their PATs with an
approved invigilator.
Specialised tutors can be arranged but this will be at an extra cost to your account.
We will not be doing Visual Arts and Dramatics Arts at our centre as we are not approved invigilators for November
Practicals. Information Technology and EGD will also not be offered from 2020.
All CAT Practical exams and PATs must be handed in on a separate CD or USB. Impaq prefers it that way.
Whenever a PAT is not completed it is an automatic fail for the year.

Information for Grade 12










We are approved invigilators for the tests, June exams and Preliminary exams. Final exams are written at an NSC
Centre chosen by SACAI. Please keep an eye on your emails from Term 2 for the letter of which NSC centre your
child is writing at. When you receive this letter please sign it and forward it back to Impaq. Please note as much
as we would like to help, Final exams are out of our hands and must be sorted by Impaq and SACAI.
When your child has been accepted at an NSC centre for Final exams you will receive an invitation to an
orientation meeting at this centre before the Final exams. This is compulsory to attend as the centre goes through
the rules and hands out the necessary documentation. If you do not receive an invitation, please follow up with
Impaq.
English and Afrikaans Orals are done in Benoni. This is at an additional charge. We are in the process of applying
to have them done at our Centre. Communication will follow.
Consumers and Hospitality PATs are invigilated by an Approved Invigilator at Amiato also at an additional cost.
These take place in the second term.
All CAT Practical tests, exams and PATs must be handed in on a separate CD or USB. Impaq prefers it that way.
All tasks, tests and exams are marked by Impaq. Please ensure that all the tasks are done. Whenever a PAT is
not completed it is an automatic fail for the year.
Our Grade 12 planners are set up for 2 terms. The third term we use for exam prep.
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